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Read by5 Cds/ 5 hoursAt the center is the beautiful, unconquerable witch, Merrick.Â Â She is a

descendant of the gens de colors libres, a cast derived from the black mistresses of white men, a

society of New Orleans octaroons and quadroons, steeped in the lore and ceremony of voodoo,

who reign in the shadowy world where the African and the French--the white and the

dark--intermingle.Â Â Her ancestors are the Great Mayfair Witches, of whom she knows

nothing--and from whom she inherits the power and magical knowledge of a Circe.Into this exotic

New Orleans realm comes David Talbot, hero, storyteller, adventurer, almost mortal vampire, visitor

from another dark realm.Â Â It is he who recounts Merrick's haunting tale--a tale that takes us from

the New Orleans of the past and present to the jungles of Guatemala, from the Mayan ruins of a

century ago to ancient civilizations not yet explored.Anne Rice's richly told novel weaves an

irresistible story of two worlds: the witches' world and the vampires' world, where magical powers

and otherworldly fascinations are locked together in a dance of seduction, death, and rebirth.
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Anne Rice tries to meld her two most popular series in "Merrick," where the Mayfair Witches and the

seductive vampires collide. Unfortunately, with a limp title character and a meandering, weird plot,

"Merrick" is most noteworthy for its unrealized potential and what it could have been, if Rice had

cultivated it.David Talbot encounters his protege/semi-lover Merrick Mayfair, an octaroon witch who

now works for the Talamasca. He has an odd request for her: Louis de Point du Lac, a tormented



vampire, wants to call up the spirit of the child vampire Claudia, so he can be reassured of her fate.

And he needs Merrick's help to do so, since she has the ability to call up and control the dead with

her voodoo magic.David reflects on his first encounters with Merrick, her trips into the jungle in

search of mystery artifacts, and the malevolent spirit of her dead sister Honey in the Sunshine. Now

those artifacts may help her raise up Claudia's spirit, and might give Honey's spirit a way back into

the world as well. But when Claudia is brought forth to speak with Louis, what she has to say may

destroy him..."Merrick" was advertised as the spot where the Mayfair and Vampire Chronicles

converged, but that's kind of misleading. Except for some mentions of Julian Mayfair, there's only a

vague connection with the "white Mayfairs." It's mostly vampires and more vampires, with only the

Talamasca (a sort of supernatural FBI) as a connecting point.As always, Rice's writing is lush and

brimming over with steamy New Orleans atmosphere. But she could use some editing. There are

constant references to Merrick getting snockered on rum, her breasts, her clothes, David lusting

after her, Louis burbling about how he loves her, and so on.
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